
CHAPTER 15.1-21
CURRICULUM AND TESTING

15.1-21-01. Education of students - Requirements. The superintendent of public
instruction shall ensure that students receive education in:

1. English language arts, including reading, composition, creative writing, English
grammar, and spelling.

2. Mathematics.

3. Social studies, including the United States Constitution, and United States history,
geography, and government.

4. Science, including agriculture.

5. Physical education.

6. Health, including physiology, hygiene, disease control, and the nature and effects of
alcohol, tobacco, and narcotics.

15.1-21-02. High schools - Required units.

1. In order to be approved by the superintendent of public instruction, each public and
nonpublic high school shall make available to each student:

a. Four units of English language arts;

b. Four units of mathematics;

c. Four units of science;

d. Four units of social studies, including one of world history and one of United
States history;

e. One-half unit of health;

f. One-half unit of physical education;

g. Two units of fine arts, at least one of which must be music;

h. Two units of the same foreign language; and

i. Two units of career and technical education.

2. Each unit which must be made available under subsection 1 must meet or exceed
the state content standards.

3. For purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "make available"
means that:

a. Each public high school and nonpublic high school shall allow students to select
units over the course of a high school career from a list that includes at least all
the units provided in subsection 1;

b. If a student selects a unit from the list required by subsection 1, the public high
school or the nonpublic high school shall provide the unit to the student; and
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c. The unit may be provided to the student through any delivery method not
contrary to state law and may include classroom or individual instruction and
distance learning options, including interactive video, computer instruction,
correspondence courses, and postsecondary enrollment under chapter
15.1-25.

4. The board of a school district may not impose any fees or charges upon a student
for the provision of or participation in units as provided in this section, other than the
fees permitted by section 15.1-09-36.

5. If in order to meet the minimum requirements of this section a school district
includes academic courses offered by a postsecondary institution under chapter
15.1-25, the school district shall:

a. Pay all costs of the student's attendance, except those fees that are permissible
under section 15.1-09-36; and

b. Transport the student to and from the location at which the course is offered or
provide mileage reimbursement to the student if transportation is provided by
the student or the student's family.

6. The requirements of this section do not apply to alternative high schools or
alternative high school education programs.

15.1-21-02.1. High school coursework requirements. Before a school district, a
nonpublic high school, or the North Dakota division of independent study issues a high school
diploma to a student, the student must have successfully completed at least twenty-one units of
high school coursework from the minimum required curriculum offerings established by section
15.1-21-02.

15.1-21-03. High school unit - Instructional time.

1. Except as provided in subsection 2, each unit must consist of at least one hundred
twenty hours of instruction per school calendar.

2. The following units must consist of at least one hundred fifty hours of instruction per
school calendar: natural sciences, agriculture, business and office technology,
marketing, diversified occupations, trade and industrial education, technology
education, and health careers.

3. The hour requirements of this section are subject to reductions resulting from the
holidays and nonstudent contact days provided for in section 15.1-06-04.

4. This section does not apply to schools or school districts having block schedules
approved by the superintendent of public instruction.

15.1-21-04. Minimum high school courses - Alternative curriculum plans.

1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, each student shall enroll in at least four
units of high school work in each grade from nine through twelve.

2. A student in grade twelve may enroll in fewer than four units of work, provided:

a. The student requires fewer than four units of work for graduation; and

b. The board of the school district has adopted an alternative high school senior
curriculum plan.

3. An alternative high school senior curriculum plan becomes effective if:
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a. It is adopted by action of the school board;

b. It contains specific criteria under which a high school senior may enroll in fewer
than four units of work; and

c. It has been submitted to and approved by the superintendent of public
instruction.

15.1-21-05. Indian education curriculum. The superintendent of public instruction may
develop an Indian education curriculum to be implemented within the minimum curriculum
requirements for elementary and secondary schools. The superintendent shall provide for
continuing research and evaluation and for inservice training necessary to implement an Indian
education curriculum.

15.1-21-06. Goals 2000 - Participation voluntary. The board of a school district may
choose to participate or not to participate in the Goals 2000 Educate America Act
[Pub. L. 103-227; 108 Stat. 125; 20 U.S.C. 5801 et seq.]. A board that chooses to participate and
directly or indirectly receives federal funds for its participation shall expend the funds in the
manner it determines best meets the goal of educational enhancement in the school district, in
accordance with the district's locally developed goals 2000 educational improvement application
plan. The superintendent of public instruction may not impose any financial penalty or other
sanction on a school or school district if the school board chooses, at any time, to terminate
participation in the Goals 2000 Educate America Act.

15.1-21-07. School-to-work - Student participation voluntary. Before an elementary
or secondary school student may participate in any course, program, or project offered under the
auspices of the School-to-Work Opportunities Act of 1994 [Pub. L. 103-239; 108 Stat. 568;
20 U.S.C. 2394 et seq.], the student's school principal shall obtain the written consent of the
student's parent or legal guardian. Participation by a student is voluntary and may not be
deemed a condition of graduation. Neither school personnel, school district personnel, nor the
superintendent of public instruction may impose any academic penalties or any other sanctions
on a student for failure to participate. A student's participation in a course, program, or project
offered under the auspices of the School-to-Work Opportunities Act of 1994 is subject to all state
and federal child labor laws.

15.1-21-08. Reading, mathematics, and science - Administration of test.

1. The superintendent of public instruction shall administer to public school students a
test that is aligned to the state content and achievement standards in reading and
mathematics. This test must be administered to all public school students in at least
one grade level selected within each of the following grade spans: grades three
through five; grades six through nine; and grades ten through twelve. Beginning no
later than the 2005-06 school year and annually thereafter, the superintendent of
public instruction shall administer the reading and mathematics test to all public
school students in grades three, four, five, six, seven, eight, and eleven.

2. Beginning no later than the 2007-08 school year and annually thereafter, the
superintendent of public instruction shall administer a test that is aligned to the state
content and achievement standards in science. This test must be administered to all
public school students in at least one grade level selected from three through five; in
at least one grade level selected from six through nine; and in grade eleven. The
superintendent of public instruction may not administer the grade eleven test after
December first of each school year.

15.1-21-09. Test scores - Compilation. The superintendent of public instruction shall
arrange for the compilation of test scores in a manner that indicates achievement and allows a
comparison of individual students, classrooms within a given school and school district, schools
within the state, and school districts within the state. The test scores must also allow for
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comparisons based on students' gender, ethnicity, economic status, service status, and
assessment status, unless doing so enables the identification of any student.

15.1-21-10. Test scores - Publication. Upon receiving notice that the compilation of
test scores has been completed, the superintendent of public instruction shall inform the
legislative council. The superintendent shall present the test scores publicly for the first time at a
meeting of a legislative committee designated by the legislative council. At the meeting, the
superintendent and representatives of the testing service that created the tests shall provide
detailed testimony regarding the testing instrument, the methodology used to test and assess the
students, the established cut scores, the methodology used to determine the cut scores, the
validation of all test products, and the significance of the test scores.

15.1-21-11. Superintendent of public instruction - Review of test questions. The
superintendent of public instruction shall require that the entity developing a test to be
administered under section 15.1-21-08 not include questions that might be deemed personal to a
student or to the student's family and that the entity developing the test not include questions
requiring responses that might be deemed personal to a student or to the student's family.
Before a test is finalized for use in this state, the superintendent shall require that the test be
reviewed by a standards alignment committee appointed by the superintendent to ensure that the
test meets the requirements of this section.

15.1-21-12. Professional development - Use of available funds.

1. On or before October first of each year, each school district shall file a report with
the superintendent of public instruction indicating:

a. The amount and source of funds that were made available to the district for
professional development during the preceding school year;

b. The amount and source of funds that were expended by the district for
professional development during the preceding school year; and

c. A separate list of the professional development activities in which the district
participated during the preceding school year and the amount of time
committed to the activities.

2. The superintendent of public instruction shall compile the information submitted
under this section to determine how much of the available funding for professional
development was used by school districts in this state and, beginning with the
reports due on or before October 1, 2002, whether the expenditure correlated with
increased student achievement on the reading and mathematics tests required by
section 15.1-21-08.

15.1-21-13. Content standards - Translation - Curriculum. Each district shall provide
upon request a copy of its content standards in the areas of reading and mathematics, a
translation of the district's content standards in the areas of reading and mathematics for
individuals who do not have a background in elementary or high school education, and a copy of
the curriculum or syllabus used by each teacher of reading and mathematics.

15.1-21-14. Test - Availability for viewing. Upon request, a school district must allow
any individual over the age of twenty to view any test administered under sections 15.1-21-08
through this section as soon as the test is in the possession of the school district.
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